
5TH GRADE CAMP RECOMMENDATION 

The 5th grade camp committee had a final meeting on May 23 and, after a discussion of the pros 
and cons of changing from the overnight model to a multiple day/extended day camp model, a 
protocol was used for weighted voting (3-2-1 indicating in favor of change to a day camp model, 
neutral, in favor of keeping the overnight camp model) by those committee members in 
attendance at this meeting.  While the results were close to neutral, the vote tally indicated an 
overall desire by those committee members in attendance to remain with the current overnight 
camp model.  Therefore, that is the recommendation being brought forth from the committee 
to the Board. 

We are aware that, at the beginning of the committee process last fall, there were committee 
members and community members on both sides of the issue and that there likely will be 
parents who choose not to send students to overnight camp. 

The following are also part of the recommendation, based on the consensus reached at the 
November 10, 2016 meeting of the 5th grade camp committee: 

 The experience should remain at 5th grade. 

 Camp protocols will be actively shared by building administration during the planning 
process. 

 At the end of each school year, Administrative Services will use a FOIA (Freedom of 
Information Act) request to determine whether the “approved” camps had any 
investigations or complaints during the year just ended; appropriate follow up steps will 
occur when warranted. 

 Going forward, the decision about a specific location – from an “approved list” – as well as 
the type of chaperones used in that location – could be a building level SIP decision. 
 

Note:   There are currently two approved camps – YMCA Camp Copneconic and YMCA 
Camp Storer 

 The experience will be 2-3 nights 
 

Note:   Building administrators have agreed that for consistency and logistics, the camp 
experience will be two (2) nights and three (3) days. 

 
Remaining issues for consideration: 

 Buildings will need to have adequate staff willing to attend for staff supervision. 

 Buildings will need to have adequate numbers of chaperones, either parents and/or 
student leaders (depending on the model chosen). 

 The availability of adequate numbers of student leaders, if more schools move to that 
chaperone model, as well as the potential impact on student leaders due to missed 
instructional time. 

 Participation levels of students and chaperones. 

 Camps are not governed by District policies and procedures. 

 There are times when only camp staff and chaperones are supervising our students. 


